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The Object of Desire

Copy of the Holy Grail, San Juan de la Peña
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The Grail Legend

The classical legend

1 Vessel at the last supper.
2 Captured blood after crucification.
3 Magic properties: health, everlasting life . . .
4 Lost since medieval times (at least).

The Spanish story: St. James the Elder (Santiago)

1 One of the earliest apostles.
2 Obtained grail from Joseph of Arimathea.
3 Went to Aragon around 40 AD. → El Pilar.
4 Return to holy land, martyrdom, beheaded under Herodes Agrippa.

→ Santiago de Compostela, Camino . . .
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The Path of Santiago

El Pilar in Zaragoza
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Literature Sources

The origin: Chretien de Troyes (∼ 1140–1190)

1 Cleric, one of the early Trouvers.
2 Service of the Duke of Flanders (dedication in Perceval)
3 Pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela 1172 and Holy

Land 1177/78 with the duke.

German reception: Wolfram von Eschenbach (∼ 1160–1220)

1 Refers to Chretien explictly, but accuses him of errors.
2 Manuscript discovered by Kyot with help of Flegetanis.
3 “Arabic manuscript in a foreign writing . . . ” (9th book).
4 Found in Toledo

– Arab standard language there!
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Who Is Flegetanis?

Description

Heathen, astronomer, descendant of Salomo . . .

Explanation

1 Abu Jafar Muhammad ibn al-Hasan Al-Khazin (∼ 900-971) .
2 Discusses Ptolemy, Egyptian mathematics.
3 Known for Zij al-Safa’ih (Tables of the disks of the astrolabe).
4 Lat. flexus = “arc, curve”.
5 Flegetanis = flexatanis = “one who draws the curves”.
6 Claims Fermat for a3 + b3 6= c3.

Kyot = Gherard of Cremona (1114-1187)

Worked in Spain and translated mathematics from Arab into Latin.
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Next Stop: Jaca

Where is the grail?

Search in Aragon

1 Monastry San Juan de la Peña.
2 Close to old king’s town Jaca - last stronghold before reconquista.
3 Important position on the Camino Aragones. Tour from Troyes.
4 Region known as “Mont Salvage” (in Occitaine).
5 But: no castle, does not fit Wolfram’s description.
6 “Gralsburg”: Loarre (Huesca).

Known from “Kingdom of Heaven”.

Logical consequence

1 Store holy object in monastry.
2 Knights of the holy grail in relative neighborhood.
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Mont Salvage – Anforts

San Juan de la Peña
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Mont Salvage – Anforts

Picture of “Last supper”
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A Striking Similarity

Leanardo da Vinci, Copy in Ponte Capriasca
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The Inscription

Al-labit as-silis – “lapis exilis” (Wolfram)
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Loarre

The grail’s castle
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Locations I

Jaca and Loarre
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Locations II

Jaca and Loarre closer
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The Grail Moves On

Arab conquests and reconquista

1 Arab conquest of Spain ∼ 700 (Visigoths before).
2 Reconquest beginning with Galicia.
3 Battle of Clavijo (844). Victory attributed to Santiago.
4 Northwest relatively unimportant.
5 Second period: 1085-1212, Aragon became “war zone”.

Grail → Galicia: Santiago de Compostela.

Consequences

1 Still “first hand” experience for Chretien.
2 Copy in Jaca (now in Valencia).
3 Access to documents for Kyot/Gherard.
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The Grail Is Lost

After 1200 . . .
1 No further new legends of Holy Grail.
2 Only references to Chretien and Wolfram.
3 Even Richard Wagner . . .

Where to look?
1 References: Spain? France? Germany?

Holy Land!

2 Who searches the grail:
Important people.

Vanity, hints!

Scientist and politicians.
“Secret” community with possibilities to meet inconspicously.

3 When: “turnover” in science and politics.

→ French revolution!
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Integral Transforms and The Conspiracy

Who is who in integral transforms

1 Mastermind J. Fourier: Fourier transform f̂ (ξ) =
∫

f (x)eiξx dx.

√

2 S. Poisson:

fisher king . . .
√√

∑
α f (2πα) = 1

(2π)d

∑
α f̂ (α) ,

∑
α f (α) =

∑
α f̂ (2πα) .

3 M. A. des Chênes:

almost too obvious

∫
f (x) g(x) dx = 1

(2π)d

∫
f̂ (ξ) ĝ(ξ) dξ.

4 G. Riche de Prony: sparse Fourier series.

√√

5 P. S. Laplace: Laplace transform f (z) =
∫∞

0 f (x)ezx dx.

√√

6 J. L. Lagrange: Italian, physics, maker of connections.

√√

Where to find them?

Eiffel tower and Royal Society of London/Edinburgh.
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f̂ (ξ) ĝ(ξ) dξ.

4 G. Riche de Prony: sparse Fourier series.

√√

5 P. S. Laplace: Laplace transform f (z) =
∫∞

0 f (x)ezx dx.

√√

6 J. L. Lagrange: Italian, physics, maker of connections.

√√

Where to find them?

Eiffel tower and Royal Society of London/Edinburgh.

Tomas Sauer (Uni Passau) Integrail conspiracy Passau, December 22, 2015 17 / 25



Integral Transforms and The Conspiracy

Who is who in integral transforms

1 Mastermind J. Fourier: Fourier transform f̂ (ξ) =
∫

f (x)eiξx dx.

√

2 S. Poisson: fisher king . . .

√√

∑
α f (2πα) = 1

(2π)d

∑
α f̂ (α) ,

∑
α f (α) =

∑
α f̂ (2πα) .

3 M. A. Parseval des Chênes: almost too obvious∫
f (x) g(x) dx = 1

(2π)d

∫
f̂ (ξ) ĝ(ξ) dξ.
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The Missing Link: Edinburgh

Davies Giddy (1767–1839)

1 Botanist, Geologist, Mathematician, Politician.
2 Changed his name to Gilbert in 1817.
3 Wrote religious carols, e.g. When Herod In Jerusalem (1825)

For Mary mild, with her dear Child, In Egypt found great friends,
Till Herod’s pride the Lord destroy’d; And so this Carol ends.

4 References apocryphic gospels, unknown even to the editor.

William Miller of Glenlee, Lord Glenlee (1755–1846)
1 Advocate, Mathematician, Landowner.
2 Heart of the conspiracy.

Entrance to Academy

Miller 1783, Lagrange 1790, Laplace 1813, Poisson & Prony 1820, Gilbert 1828
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The Mistake

The London Gazette, February 16–19, 1788

ÆHmtfl* I2965- C »i 1 

From Satttt&ap Ffebruary 16*, to Cttcfcap February 19, 1788. 

Whitehall, February 19. 

f tU —^ H E King has been pleased to grant the 
B Dignity of a Baronet of the Kingdom of 
| j Great Britain, to Thomas Miller, of 

•-**- Glenlee, iri the Stewartry of Kirkud-
bright, Esq; President of the College bf justice in 
North Britain, and the Heirs Male of his Body law
fully begotten. 

The King has beeri pleased to appoint Robert 
Hodgson Gay, Esq; to be One of the Four Com-
missan'es of Edinburgh-, in the Room of John Mack
enzie, Esq; deceased. 

The King has been pleased to present the Reverend 
Malcolm Mac Leod to the Church and Pariih of 
Snizort, in the Ifle and Prefbitery of Sky, vacant by 
the Death of the Reverend William Macqueen. 

The King has also been pleased tb present the 
Reverend Mr. M'Adam to the Church and Pariih of 
Nigg, in the Prefbitery of Aberdeen, and County of 
Kincardine : 

Also the Reverend Thomas Fleming to the Church 
and Pariih of F;rkaldie, in the Prefbitery of Kirk-
aldie, vacant by the Death of the Reverend William 
Moodie : 

Also the Reverend George Gleig to the Church 
and Parish of Aberbrothock, vacant by the Death of 
the Reverend Mr. Mackay ; 

•And the Reverend Mr. Grant to the Church and 
Pariih of Elgin, in the Prefbitery of Elgin and 
County of Moray, vacant by the Death of the Re
verend William Peterkin. 

The King has been pleased to appoint Henry Pye 
Riche, Esq; to be His Majesty's Consul and Agent 
at Amsterdam. 

The King has also been pleased to'appoint Edward 
Stanley, Esq; to be His Majesty's Consul at Trieste 
and Fiume, and the other Ports of the Austrian Do
minions on the Adriatic Sea. 

St. James's, February 19. 
Mrs. Eleanor Coade and Mr. John Sealy, of Lam

beth, are appointed Manufacturers to His Majesty of 
an Artificial Stone Composition, resembling natural 
Stone. 

[' Price Three-pence Halfpenny, j 

'Carlton-House, February 19. 

Mrs. Eleanor Coade and Mr. John Sealy, of Lam* 
beth, are appointed Artificial Stone Manufacturers to 
his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales; 

Whitehall; February 19. 
Mrs; Eleanor Coade and Mr, John Sealy, of Lam*-

beth, are appointed Artificial Stone Manufacturers td 
his Royal Highness the Duke of York. 

Commiffion in the West Suffolk Militia^ figned hy thi 
Lord Lieutenant; dated June j , lySy* 

Charles Blachley, Esq; appointed Captai ti. 

Commiffions signed by His Majesty for the Army ih 
Ireland; all dated December z&; 1787. 

lyh Regiment ofi Foot, Ensign George Stansertbbe 
Lieutenant, vice Hepburne, promoted. 

Ditto, Mr. « Bafkefville to be Ensign, vice 
Stanser. 

zoth Regiment ofi Foot, Lieutenant Robert Dobson to 
be Captain-Lieutenant, vice Gaskill, promoted. 

Ditto, Ensign Ambrose L. Wynyard to be Lieu
tenant, vice Dobson. 

Ditto, Mr; Edward O'Brien to be Ensign. 
zist Regiment of Foot, Second Lieutenant Gilbert 

Congalton to be First Lieutenant. 
Ditto, Mr. Granby Knox to be Second Lieutenant* 

vice Congalton; 
z\th Regiment of Foot, Lieutenant T . Talboti from 

the Half-Pay of the 66th Regiment, to be Lieu-
, t e n a n t s . . . . . 
zytb Regiment of Foot) GaptainrLieutestant John 

Minchin to Be Captain. 
Ditto, Lieutenant Falkiner Minchin. to be Captaid-

Lieiitenant, vice J. Minchin. 
Ditto, Ensign John Browne to be Lieutenant. 
Ditto, Ensign William Gilrrian to be Lieutenants 

vice F. Minchin. 
Ditto, Mr. T . Greene to be Ensign, vice Browne. 
z%th Regiment of Foot, Captain-Lieutenant Robert 

Duport, from the 47th Foot, to be Captain. 
ifith Regiment of. Foot, Ensign Thomas King to be 

Lieutenant; 

Pye Riche← Gaspard Riche de Prony . . .
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Follow the Trace

Europe in 1788-1790

Amsterdam 1788: Construction of the Alliantie
Frigate with 36 cannons.
Siege of Acre in 1799.
Vanishes in 1802: “sold”.

Paris 1789: French revolution.
Paris 1788: Lagrange’s mechanics.
Paris 1789: Lavioisier’s chemistry, end of alchemy.

Vienna 1790: Opera Der Stein der Weisen, by Schickeneder and Mozart.

Revolutions . . .

. . . in science.

. . . in politics and society. → Napoleon Bonaparte
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. . . in science.

. . . in politics and society. → Napoleon Bonaparte
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Alliantie and The Siege of Acre

Acre/Akkon
1 Most important harbour of Holy Land, old name Ptolemais.
2 Important for crusaders and templars.
3 Stronghold built by “Deutscher Orden”.
4 Administration byOrdo Hospitalis sancti Johannis Ierosolimitani.

Siege of Acre in 1799

1 Part of Napoleon’s expedition to Egypt.
2 Bonaparte: . . . who conquers Acre conquers the world.
3 Egypt expedition:

“collected” a lot of historical documents.
Participant: J. Fourier.
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Read the Documents

What happened?

1 Fourier found documents on grail but:
,
.

2 New position: prefect of region Isère.

Fourier meets the right person

1 J. F. Champollion (1790–1832).
2 Spoke

and decyphered

3 Access to Fourier’s collection . . .
4 Later: “Royal Papyrus of Torino”

(Lagrangia).

5 Expeditions to Egypt.
6 Surprisingly early death with 41 years.
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Where Is The Grail?

Obvious timeline
1 Find and decode the documents (Champollion/Al–Khazin).
2 Everyone becomes member in Edinburgh.
3 ⇒ Discovery between 1815 and 1820.

Consequence

1 Look in Edinburgh.
2 Look close: Rosslyn chapel.
3 Also mentioned by Dan Brown, see [Lincoln, Baigent, Lee].
4 Obvious obscuration strategy (incorrect facts).

Final question: How to get the grail to Scotland?

Musicians!

Tomas Sauer (Uni Passau) Integrail conspiracy Passau, December 22, 2015 23 / 25



Where Is The Grail?

Obvious timeline
1 Find and decode the documents (Champollion/Al–Khazin).
2 Everyone becomes member in Edinburgh.
3 ⇒ Discovery between 1815 and 1820.

Consequence

1 Look in Edinburgh.
2 Look close: Rosslyn chapel.
3 Also mentioned by Dan Brown, see [Lincoln, Baigent, Lee].
4 Obvious obscuration strategy (incorrect facts).

Final question: How to get the grail to Scotland?

Musicians!

Tomas Sauer (Uni Passau) Integrail conspiracy Passau, December 22, 2015 23 / 25



Where Is The Grail?

Obvious timeline
1 Find and decode the documents (Champollion/Al–Khazin).
2 Everyone becomes member in Edinburgh.
3 ⇒ Discovery between 1815 and 1820.

Consequence

1 Look in Edinburgh.
2 Look close: Rosslyn chapel.
3 Also mentioned by Dan Brown, see [Lincoln, Baigent, Lee].
4 Obvious obscuration strategy (incorrect facts).

Final question: How to get the grail to Scotland?

Musicians!

Tomas Sauer (Uni Passau) Integrail conspiracy Passau, December 22, 2015 23 / 25



Where Is The Grail?

Obvious timeline
1 Find and decode the documents (Champollion/Al–Khazin).
2 Everyone becomes member in Edinburgh.
3 ⇒ Discovery between 1815 and 1820.

Consequence

1 Look in Edinburgh.
2 Look close: Rosslyn chapel.
3 Also mentioned by Dan Brown, see [Lincoln, Baigent, Lee].
4 Obvious obscuration strategy (incorrect facts).

Final question: How to get the grail to Scotland?

Musicians!

Tomas Sauer (Uni Passau) Integrail conspiracy Passau, December 22, 2015 23 / 25



Where Is The Grail?

Obvious timeline
1 Find and decode the documents (Champollion/Al–Khazin).
2 Everyone becomes member in Edinburgh.
3 ⇒ Discovery between 1815 and 1820.

Consequence

1 Look in Edinburgh.
2 Look close: Rosslyn chapel.
3 Also mentioned by Dan Brown, see [Lincoln, Baigent, Lee].
4 Obvious obscuration strategy (incorrect facts).

Final question: How to get the grail to Scotland?

Musicians!

Tomas Sauer (Uni Passau) Integrail conspiracy Passau, December 22, 2015 23 / 25



Where Is The Grail?

Obvious timeline
1 Find and decode the documents (Champollion/Al–Khazin).
2 Everyone becomes member in Edinburgh.
3 ⇒ Discovery between 1815 and 1820.

Consequence

1 Look in Edinburgh.
2 Look close: Rosslyn chapel.
3 Also mentioned by Dan Brown, see [Lincoln, Baigent, Lee].
4 Obvious obscuration strategy (incorrect facts).

Final question: How to get the grail to Scotland?

Musicians!

Tomas Sauer (Uni Passau) Integrail conspiracy Passau, December 22, 2015 23 / 25



Where Is The Grail?

Obvious timeline
1 Find and decode the documents (Champollion/Al–Khazin).
2 Everyone becomes member in Edinburgh.
3 ⇒ Discovery between 1815 and 1820.

Consequence

1 Look in Edinburgh.
2 Look close: Rosslyn chapel.
3 Also mentioned by Dan Brown, see [Lincoln, Baigent, Lee].
4 Obvious obscuration strategy (incorrect facts).

Final question: How to get the grail to Scotland?

Musicians!

Tomas Sauer (Uni Passau) Integrail conspiracy Passau, December 22, 2015 23 / 25



Where Is The Grail?

Obvious timeline
1 Find and decode the documents (Champollion/Al–Khazin).
2 Everyone becomes member in Edinburgh.
3 ⇒ Discovery between 1815 and 1820.

Consequence

1 Look in Edinburgh.
2 Look close: Rosslyn chapel.
3 Also mentioned by Dan Brown, see [Lincoln, Baigent, Lee].
4 Obvious obscuration strategy (incorrect facts).

Final question: How to get the grail to Scotland?

Musicians!

Tomas Sauer (Uni Passau) Integrail conspiracy Passau, December 22, 2015 23 / 25



Where Is The Grail?

Obvious timeline
1 Find and decode the documents (Champollion/Al–Khazin).
2 Everyone becomes member in Edinburgh.
3 ⇒ Discovery between 1815 and 1820.

Consequence

1 Look in Edinburgh.
2 Look close: Rosslyn chapel.
3 Also mentioned by Dan Brown, see [Lincoln, Baigent, Lee].
4 Obvious obscuration strategy (incorrect facts).

Final question: How to get the grail to Scotland?

Musicians!

Tomas Sauer (Uni Passau) Integrail conspiracy Passau, December 22, 2015 23 / 25



Where Is The Grail?

Obvious timeline
1 Find and decode the documents (Champollion/Al–Khazin).
2 Everyone becomes member in Edinburgh.
3 ⇒ Discovery between 1815 and 1820.

Consequence

1 Look in Edinburgh.
2 Look close: Rosslyn chapel.
3 Also mentioned by Dan Brown, see [Lincoln, Baigent, Lee].
4 Obvious obscuration strategy (incorrect facts).

Final question: How to get the grail to Scotland?

Musicians!

Tomas Sauer (Uni Passau) Integrail conspiracy Passau, December 22, 2015 23 / 25



Where Is The Grail?

Obvious timeline
1 Find and decode the documents (Champollion/Al–Khazin).
2 Everyone becomes member in Edinburgh.
3 ⇒ Discovery between 1815 and 1820.

Consequence

1 Look in Edinburgh.
2 Look close: Rosslyn chapel.
3 Also mentioned by Dan Brown, see [Lincoln, Baigent, Lee].
4 Obvious obscuration strategy (incorrect facts).

Final question: How to get the grail to Scotland?

Knights?

Musicians!

Tomas Sauer (Uni Passau) Integrail conspiracy Passau, December 22, 2015 23 / 25



Where Is The Grail?

Obvious timeline
1 Find and decode the documents (Champollion/Al–Khazin).
2 Everyone becomes member in Edinburgh.
3 ⇒ Discovery between 1815 and 1820.

Consequence

1 Look in Edinburgh.
2 Look close: Rosslyn chapel.
3 Also mentioned by Dan Brown, see [Lincoln, Baigent, Lee].
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Final question: How to get the grail to Scotland?
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Musicians!
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The Piece of Final Evidence

Rosslyn chapel

and the link to Santiago
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Disclaimer

Salman Rushdie (Grimus)

I disapprove of certainties [. . . ] They limit one’s
range of vision. Doubt is one aspect of width.

Rafik Schami (Der ehrliche Lügner)

Ich schwöre Ihnen, jedes Wort ist wahr. Für Sätze
aber hafte ich nicht.

Javier Marias (Alle Seelen)

Bisweilen erweist sich das wahre Wissen als
bedeutungslos, und dann kann man es auch erfinden.
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